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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-8 are pending in this application. A Preliminary Amendment was filed 
on 9/5/2003 to amend claims 5-8. Claims 1-8 are presented for examination. 

Specification 

The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: The specification fails to provide a clear linkage between the 
functions of the means plus function limitations of claim 1 and the corresponding 
structure that performs those functions. The specification appears to merely refer to the 
means as the means and to show these means as "boxes" in element 20 of Figure 2. 
Accordingly, the applicant is required to state on the record the structure that 
corresponds to the various means plus function limitations of the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gretta, 
Jr. (6,076,952). 
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With respect to claim 1 , Gretta discloses a data acquisition means for reading 
data from field devices connected to a fieldbus (Col. 10, lines 8-16) description means 
for writing data read by said data acquisition means to definition files according to a 
predetermined format to create definition files that define the way the data of said field 
devices is displayed (Col. 10, lines 45-67) generation means for interpreting said 
definition files wherein data is written to generate display data (Col. 10, lines 59-67) and 
display means for displaying said generated display data on a personal computer on a 
network (Col. 10, lines 21-28) 

With respect to claim 2, Gretta discloses the definition files are provided on a 
field device basis (Col. 10, lines 21-28) 

With respect to claim 3, Gretta discloses the definition files define the way the 
diagnostic parameters of said field devices are displayed and said display means 
displays the diagnostic parameters of said field devices and the statuses thereof 
according to definitions provided in said definition files (Col. 4, lines 38-48) 

With respect to claim 4, Gretta discloses the definition files are provided on a 
field device basis, each of said definition files defines the way the diagnostic parameters 
of each of said field devices, and said display means separately displays the diagnostic 
parameters of a plurality of field devices and the statuses thereof on a field device basis 
according to definitions provided in said definition files (Col. 4, lines 38-48) 
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With respect to claim 5, Gretta discloses the definition files define under what 
conditions alarms should be displayed and said display means displays alarms present 
in said field devices according to definitions provided in said definition files (Col. 34, 
lines 44-50) 

With respect to claim 6, Gretta discloses the display means has an area for 
setting an update interval at which said data acquisition means reads data from said 
field devices and said data acquisition means reads data from said field devices at said 
update interval set in said update interval setting area (Col. 34, lines 15-21) 

With respect to claim 7, Gretta discloses the update interval setting area is 
provided with a refresh button that allows said data acquisition means to read data from 
said field devices at a desired point in time, and said data acquisition means reads data 
from said field devices at said desired point in time set using said refresh button (Col. 
23, line 60) 

With respect to claim 8, Gretta discloses the display unit comprises a definition 
means for defining diagnostic parameters to be displayed on a field device basis, 
wherein said description means writes to said definition files according to definitions 
provided in said definition means (Col. 10, lines 45-67) 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Esther Benoit whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3807. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday between 7:30 
a.m and 5 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Andrew Caldwell/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 2442 

E.B. 

October 9, 2008 



